Questions to Beoga in connection with the release of "The Incident" album 

Hello Beoga, you seem to have a passion finding unusual names for your albums. The first one was called “lovely madness”. The last one “Mischief” and now you are surprising us with the “Incident”. How did you come up with this name?

[Eamon] We sat around and found a name that we liked! (laughs)

[Niamh] Well there is a story to the Incident but we decided, between us, that we’re not allowed to tell anyone because otherwise people will get in trouble. 

[Liam] Yeah, we can tell you that it happened in the United States of America, and it’s a very funny story, but we can’t tell you… it’s too embarrassing!

This album is a mix of traditional Irish songs and instrumentals, some self-penned compositions and music written by your friends. How do you as a collective settle on a selection of music for a new album?  

[Liam] Well it starts off, with a few of the lads, Sean, Damian and Niamh would have a selection of tunes.  We’re lucky to have that to choose from.

[Sean] We actually all went to Liam’s house and spent a month recording all the new tunes and coming up with new arrangements.

[Damian] We all bring songs or tunes to the table.

[Eamon] It’s good we just sit around and mess around until we find stuff that we think kind of sits together as a whole.

[Liam] I think the Incident is very representative of the Beoga sound. 

[Sean]We’ve had a lot of ourselves put into this album.

What makes the “Incident” special for you?  

[Niamh] For me it’s probably special because of the song choices on it, kind of a nice mixture on it. There’s a Clifford T. Ward song, an English folk singer that I would have grown up listening to a lot and it’s called “The best is yet to come”. There’s a song from the 1940’s by Sister Rosetta Tharpe called “Strange things happen every day” so that’s the fun one I think. “Mary danced with soldiers” was from the singing of Emy Lou Harris.  And then the last song was a collaboration with Joe Echo called “On the Way”.

[Liam] For me the Incident is special, or different, because after two albums we were able to take the music on an entirely different direction. I think the Incident is as fresh as our first album. 

[Eamon] I just like the arrangements on it. I think it’s genius! (laughs) That’s basically what makes it special. Genius? Is that too strong a word? No… genius. (laughs)

In the boom days of the Celtic tiger, Ireland witnessed an influx of people from all over the world. They came to Ireland to work and brought their cultures with them. Does the rising variety of music styles in Ireland have some impact on your way of arranging Irish traditional music?   
[Sean] Ireland today is a real multicultural place, with that comes a lot of different musical styles… jazz, pop and rock and it comes out in our music I would say.
[Niamh] We all have different tastes then and when they come together, we come up with our sound.

[Eamon] I would say that it has not affected me at all. (laughs) I would have no interest.
I don’t think it’s to do with the influx of people to Ireland and the Celtic Tiger, I think it’s just to do with globalisation and what we’re listening to in general. 

You are musicians steeped in Irish tradition but you seem to have a great passion for other traditions too. Why is that? 
[Eamon] I think it’s just to keep us interested, I mean we all have lots of influences and different interests and we wouldn’t necessarily be wrapped up in Irish traditional music, so it’s great to be part of a band where we can crack out whatever we want.

[Niamh] Irish music was definitely my first love anyway, but I grew up with lots of different types of music in the house, you know, my Dad would have played lots of different things. So it started at a very young age.
Beoga has a very distinctive sound which can be singled out as unique among other bands playing Irish traditional music. What are the ingredients to sound like Beoga?

[Eamon] I like the liveliness of the music and the lift that’s in it. It’s very distinctive.

[Liam] Well we have two accordions, a piano, a bodhrán, a guitar, fiddle, and maybe it’s not the tunes that we’re playing, but how we use the instruments. We’re not necessarily playing the traditional Irish method.

[Niamh] The main ingredient for me is definitely ‘fun’. We’re very happy to do the slower and more dramatic stuff, but I think if you come to a live show, you’re guaranteed to enjoy yourselves because we get a lot of fun out of the music we play. 

Beoga now have three albums under their belt. You toured many countries and were even cover boys and girl of some music magazines. Did the reality of making music change over the years with your rising profile and popularity?   
[Sean] Well, recently Beoga have just played their 400th gig and celebrated our 7th birthday so at this stage we’ve a lot of experience under our belt.

[Eamon] I think it’s great to see your efforts rewarded, but when we started I didn’t expect to see us on magazines.

[Niamh] Cover photos… (laughs). I’m a real girly girl, I love getting my photograph taken, so that’s definitely one of the best things. But no, I suppose in the last few years we’ve started to probably take it a little more seriously than we would have done at the beginning, spending a lot more time and energy on it.
[Liam] We still love to make music and we’re still enjoying what we do. I think we’ve a lot more music to offer.

On the “Incident” album you have a lot of guests. One of them is Joe Echo who is known for co-writing the current “Madonna” single and being with his solo album No. 1 of the US iTunes and Amazon download charts. How did this collaboration come about?  

[Niamh] I was delighted to get to do a  duet with Joe Echo. He was introduced to us through Eamon. Eamon would have been friends with him.
[Eamon] Well, he’s a neighbour of ours and he’s always been kind of on the scene whenever I was growing up and I just asked him in the pub one night and he said… “Beoga? Who are they?”  No, he agreed to it straight away. He said he would love to do something and he’s an amazing performer. Obviously he’s done this new Madonna single and stuff so, it’s great.
[Niamh] I think from the very beginning our voices made sense when we sang together, I think it worked out very, very well and I love the song. It’s a great song.

“On the way” is a catchy pop song performed on instruments related to Irish traditional music, which gives this song a distinctive sound and charm. Would you consider this as a formula bound for commercial success, and perhaps deliver a full album sounding like this?
[Niamh] Never say never! We’ll see what happens in the future.
[Eamon] Yeah, maybe some day, for now we’re happy playing the melodies and the tunes that people can dance to . I mean, a pop record I don’t know, but kind of poppy songs would be cool. I’d like to try that. Are you listening Madonna? (laughs) Are you listening?
What do you like most on touring in Germany and Switzerland?

[Eamon] People here seem to have an understanding of folk music and it’s cool to play and see young people coming to the gig and folk seems to have been fashionable again.
[Liam] We’ve toured in Germany and Switzerland quite a lot now and…
[Sean] Its almost like a second home…

[Liam] It’s almost like a second home. We’ve been out all over the summer at some great festivals throughout the country. 

[Eamon] It’s great to be a part of it.
Thank you very much folks, enjoy the tour.

Thank you.
